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Growth and Development: Colorin Colorado
Site Summary


Colorin Colorado, produced by Reading Rockets, provides a useful site that welcomes readers from all grade levels who fall under the category on English Language Learners (ELLs).  The site works well in reaching its intended audience by allowing librarians to share a bank of knowledge with education.  I don’t work in the library field, but in education I know the important role librarians play as a resource to the faculty, staff, and student body of a school.  Librarians have to be ready at a moment’s notice to share information with teachers on how they can differentiate their curriculum for the students who need it.  What I liked about Colorin Colorado was the fact that a librarian can recommend this site, and the site is upfront through its educator section.  In the portion of the site devoted to educators, I saw tools they could use for the growth and development of their students.  These tools include ways teachers can reach out to Hispanic families for those who are not familiar with the culture and in-class suggestions.  One of my favorite segments, “Five Things You Can Do to Improve Learning for ELLs in The New Year” (2009), was one of my favorite tools as it provides teachers with ideas for lesson plans and activities they can do to promote literacy with their ELL students.

As a firm believer that growth and development should not only take place in the classroom, I believe Colorin Colorado does a superb job of addressing literacy for ELL students in the home.  Sometimes parents have no idea where to even start, and since the parents of ELL students may not be fully comfortable in thinking they can teach English, this site comes in a Spanish version with tools such as “What You Can do at Home” (2007).  I think this would be a great resource for a librarian to share with parents of ELL students.
Colorin Colorado to Understanding Children’s Response


Through observing the Colorin Colorado website, one sees that it parallels many of the theories and practices discussed by Charlotte Huck.  In one part, Huck describes the importance of language development and states that “Verbal participation with an adult is an important element in young children’s experience with literature” (2007, Huck, p 41).  Huck explains that language acquisition is a series of interaction and imitation.  With this said, one can see just how much an article in Colorin Colorado’s website named “What You Can do at Home” can serve as guide for parents to help their ELL students move along their language skills, and I could even see it helping the parents themselves.

Library Impact


When it comes to parents of ELL students, they sometimes feel intimidated by places like libraries because they feel they are a limited resource for their child, but nothing could be further from the truth.  Parent involvement is parent involvement, and it is key in a child’s success.  Libraries as a whole need to recognize that people who walk through their doors come from all walks of life, and it is important to involve as much of the community as possible to the love of reading.  I think Colorin Colorado would serve as a common ground librarians can find between themselves and parents.  I think parents would appreciate a site like this, especially some kind of workshop they could attend to learn how to navigate the site and use it to its fullest potential.  Huck states that “It is important to remember that not all young people entering middle and junior high schools have reached the level of formal operations.”  Through the availability of resources that Colorin Colorado provides for K-12 education, I think both libraries and parents would be pleased to know that there is a site that caters to all ELL needs.
Works Cited

Colorin Colorado. Retrieved on March 1, 2009, from http://www.colorincolorado.org
Huck, C. (2007). Children’s Literature (9th ed). New York, NY: McGraw-Hill.
